
Harbona, Forrest Gump,
and other fondly 
remembered characters



:Purim - The sidekick version
Harbona’s appearances in the Megillah

FIRST CHAPTER
On the seventh day, when the king's heart was merry 
with wine, he ordered Mehuman, Bizzetha, Harbona, 
Bigtha and Abagtha, Zethar, and Carcas, the seven 
chamberlains who ministered in the presence of King 
Ahasuerus, To bring Vashti the queen before the king 
with the royal crown, to show the peoples and the 
princes her beauty, for she was of comely appearance. 
But Queen Vashti refused to come at the king's behest 
which was [brought] by the hand of the chamberlains, 
and the king became very wroth, and his anger burnt 
within him.

SEVENTH CHAPTER
And Esther said, "An adversary and an enemy, this 
evil Haman!" And Haman became terrified before the 
king and the queen…
Then said Harbonah, one of the chamberlains before 
the king, "Also, behold the gallows that Haman made 
for Mordecai, who spoke well for the king, standing 
in Haman's house, fifty cubits high!" And the king 
said, "Hang him on it!"



And Harbonah, one of the 
chamberlains, said before the king, Behold 
also, the gallows fifty cubits high, which 

Haman has made for Mordecai, who spoke 
good for the king, stands in the house of 

Haman” (Esther 7:9).
Rabbi Elazar said: Harbonah was also 

wicked and involved in that plot.
(Talmud Bavli, Megillah 16a)



Harbona in history judgment

NEGATIVE
Rabbi Hanina Bar Hama said: Harbonah
was also wicked and involved in that 
plot, and when his saw his plan would 
not be realized, he immediately ran 
away. Then Elyahu Hanavi came 
disguised to Harbona. And he was the 
one to tell the king about the tree…

POSITIVE
Rabbi Pinchas said: one must say: 
Harbona of blessed memory



Forrest Gump – another history sidekick?

Fighting 
segregation

Meeting JFK Inviting the 
smiley



Run, Forrest run!



Destiny, complete randomness, or - ?



Harbona’s development

Achashverosh 
consultant
•Failed
•Passive

Haman 
consultant
•Failed
•Joining

Inciting 
Haman
•Succeed
•Active – taking 

responsibility



Megillat Esther – the scroll of taking responsibility 

And Mordecai ordered to reply to Esther, 
"Do not imagine to yourself that you will 
escape in the king's house from among all 

the Jews…
and who knows whether at a time like 

this you will attain the kingdom?"



Even on Ahasuerus part!

In those days, when King Ahasuerus sat on the throne of his 
kingdom,… he made a banquet for all his princes and his servants, 

the army of Persia and Media, the nobles, and the princes of the 
provinces [who were] before him.

When he showed the riches of his glorious kingdom, and the 
splendor of his excellent majesty, many days, yea one hundred and 

eighty days.

And King Ahasuerus imposed taxation the land 
and on the isles of the sea.


